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fact do, supply its place. Which would command the
more attention: a speech on some military or naval
topic, in Committee of the House of Commons; or
a letter in large type in the newspapers, by a public
man who is a recognized authority on the subject ?
Several times in recent years it has been shown that
it is far easier to compel a Government to change its
naval or military policy, as the result of a "scare"
or an agitation got up in the press, than by means
of votes and speeches in Parliament.

The House as a Ventilating Chamber.

It is the time-honoured and cherished function of
Parliament to call attention to abuses, and to
demand the redress of public grievances. At
the beginning of public business on four days
of the week, a period of three-quarters of an hour
is set apart, during which any question, of which
previous notice has been given, may be addressed to
a minister; or if the questions are of an urgent
character, and relate to matters of exceptional public
importance or to the arrangement of business
in the House, a question may be asked without
notice. If the member desires a verbal answer to
his question he may distinguish it by an asterisk ;
otherwise a printed answer is circulated with the
Votes; unless the minister thinks it of such interest
that he prefers to deliver his answer in the
House*

This right of freely questioning the advisers of
the Crown is an ancient and valuable privilege. It
is, however, somewhat limited by the fact that the
Speaker is the judge of the propriety or admissibility
of any question, and may disallow it if in his